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Concept Mapping Technique in Primary Medical Care

Practicum

Pannee Pantaewan, Nongpimol Nimit-arnun and Aree Sanee

Department of Community Health Nursing, The Royal Thai Army Nursing College

Background: Concept Mapping Technique is a method that focus on the students as the centered of learning.
This method enables the students to conceptualize, develop thought process, self- directed and connect old and
new knowledge together. According to the National Education Act, passed in B.E. 2542, it is hoped that this
teaching learning method will make the students happy, knowledgeable and conscientious. Objective: To explore
the opinions of nursing students and instructors about using concept mapping technique, teaching model and
obstacles in the learning process in primary medical care practicum. Methods: This study is a classroom action
research. Data was collected from the 4" year nursing students and nursing instructors, using questionnaires,
observation of learning atmosphere and learning activities including concept maps produced by the students.
Results: The students and instructors mostly agreed to use this technique in the practicum. It encouraged the
students to do the search for learning materials (92.98%). They could have participation in group process and
shared their ideas (88.52%). In addition, it promoted a positive group interaction (84.13%). It created interesting
atmosphere that help them to be active learners (81.97%) and helped them to engage in critical thinking (80.64%).
Most of concept mapping models was a point grouping. Conclusions: Both learners and instructors agreed to
use this technique to summarize the history, physical examination, laboratory findings, differential diagnosis and
management for patients in primary medical care practicum. Finally the instructors would adapt and utilize the
most effective concept mapping model for future courses.

Key Words: ® Learning method ® Concept mapping technique
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