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Noise-induced Hearing Loss in Machinery Laundry of Phramongkutklao

Hospital and Occupational Health Management

Pusit Fuengfoo1 Chorjit Rungsiriz, Wichote Boonpliana,SomthaWil Nukitl, Suppadit Sanguanuanz,

Pongthep Harnchumpol', Santanee Phasuk’, Chumpol Piamsomboon, Boonterm Saengdidtha®
IPhramongkutkIao Hospital; “Chitralada School (Vocational Programme); 3Sazfety and Health at work Promotion Association (Thailand);

‘Army Institute of Pathology

Abstract: Occupational noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) has been estimated between 7-21% by epidemiologic
evidences and this disorder is also still relevant issue in medical management of workplace safety. QOur group
studied this problem in multi-disciplinary approach at the machinery laundry of 1,200-bed hospital by mean of
physician, nurses, audiologist and environmental hygienists who involved in vocational health and safety issues.
With the work load of clothes cleaning at 800-kg a day, prevalence of NIHL was 33% in workers who exposed to
noise at longer than 50% of daily working duration. Effects of noise-reducing strategy were evaluated by noise
dosimeters in workers who have abnormal audiogram and Sound pressure level measurements in working area.
An area of excessive noise-level necessitated more engineered solution to control. The hearing conservation
program also keeps going to maintain worker safety from NIHL.
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